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BOOK NOTICES AND BEVIEWS. 

The paper of Mr. Bugbee on Slavery in Early Texas, published 
in two parts, appearing respectively in the September and Decem- 
ber numbers of Political Science Quarterly, is an excellent piece 
of historical work. One of its most important features is the argu- 
ment against the assumption made by certain historians such as 
von Hoist in supposing that the law of July 13, 1824, forbade the 
further introduction of slaves into Texas. Another is the evidence 
offered that the exception of Texas from Guerrero's decree of 1829 
abolishing slavery in Mexico was officially promulgated. The ar- 
ticle is based largely upon material hitherto unpublished, and in 
fact unused, and constitutes a very satisfactory introduction to a 
most important question. 



Prominent Women of Texas, by Elizabeth Brooks, "manufac- 
tured" by the Warner Company, Akron, Ohio, is a compilation of 
sketches of about one hundred and fifty well known women of the 
State. Not claiming the list to be complete, the author states 
that "many distinguished in their several spheres have been neces- 
sarily omitted." 

Under the title of "Wives of Texas Presidents" appear the names 
of Mrs. Sam Houston and Mrs. Anson Jones ; while Mrs. Kusk, Mrs. 
Lamar, Mrs. Fannin, Mrs. Sherman, and Mrs. Wharton are classed 
as "Wives of Military Heroes." All the other names are arranged 
under the following titles : Pioneers, In the Eealms of Art, Well 
Known Vocalists, Prominent Authors, Journalism in Texas, Edu- 
cators, Physicians, Temperance Leaders, Dramatic, Wives of Prom- 
inent Men, The Uncrowned Queen of the West, Eepresentative 
Women, and Well Known in Social Life. 

The sketches are short, but contain a deal of matter well worth 
preserving in print. 
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The Laws of Texas. Compiled and arranged by H. P. N. Gammel, 
of Austin. With an Introduction by C. W. Eaines. Austin : 
The Gammel Book Company. 1898. Vol. I, pp. vii + 1527; 
Vol. II, pp. 1729; Vol. Ill, pp. 1586. 

This series contains really more than the title indicates, as a 
glance at the contents of the first volume shows. They are as 
follows: Austin's Colonization Law and Contract; Mexican Con- 
stitution of 1824; Federal Colonization Laws; Colonization Laws of 
Coahuila and Texas ; Colonization Law of the State of Tamaulipas ; 
Fredonian Declaration of Independence; Laws and Decrees, with 
Constitution of Coahuila and Texas ; San Felipe Convention ; Jour- 
nals of the Consultation; Proceedings of the General Council; 
Goliad Declaration of Independence; Journals of the Convention 
at Washington ; Ordinances and Decrees of the Consultation ; Decla- 
ration of Independence; Constitution of the Kepublic; Laws, Gen- 
eral and Special, of the Eepublic; Annexation Eesolution of the 
United States; Eatification of the same by Texas; Constitution of 
the United States; Constitution of the State of Texas, with all the 
laws, General and Special, passed thereunder, including Ordinances, 
Decrees, and Eesolutions, with the Constitution of the Confederate 
States and the Eeconstruction Acts of Congress. 

The second volume contains the Laws of the Eepublic and State 
of Texas from 1838 to 1846, inclusive, and the third volume, the 
laws of the State from 1846 to 1854, inclusive. The Constitution 
of 1845 is incorporated in its proper place. 

The Special as well as the General Laws are inserted in full — in 
fact nothing is omitted from the current publications of the laws 
as they were enacted from time to time. 

It would be difficult to estimate the value of this great repos- 
itory of jurisprudence and history. The services rendered the 
legal profession by the Messrs. Sayles in the compilation of their 
Early Laws has been of incalculable benefit to the bar, but this 
puts us in possession of a vast amount of original data which for 
many years has been practically out of print and inaccessible. The 
student of political science is here afforded the material for study- 
ing the true philosophy of the foundations of our political system, 
the incongruities of Spanish-American methods in experiments 
toward popular government, the striking contrasts between two an- 
tagonistic civilizations, and the virtues and defects in each. The 
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constitutions of Mexico and of Coahuila and Texas, and the crude 
forms of legislation, both national and state, contained in the first 
volume of this series present an object lesson in history without 
which much of what we have heretofore obtained at second hand, 
and very imperfectly, would be of little value. The original sources 
of many private rights long since buried in oblivion are here 
brought to light, and in this aspect the series is of immense value 
to all classes of people. In spite of constitutional precautions, 
Texas, especially in her earlier history, was very prolific in special 
legislation, and numerous rights have grown up from various pro- 
visions of the laws, long since obsolete and out of print. 

We have here an encyclopaedia of Texas law and political his- 
tory in convenient form, adapted to use in private as well as in 
public libraries. The magnitude of the undertaking is such as to 
preclude the idea of a speculative enterprise on the part of the 
publisher, and it is hoped that the real merit of the work may so 
commend itself to the intelligence and patriotism, as well as to 
the practical necessities of our State, as to insure remuneration for 
the great outlay involved. The price of the entire series, when com- 
pleted, is to be $100, or about one-fifth the price of a set of supreme 
court decisions. The comparative value of a complete compendium 
of statutory law and a compendium of our jurisprudence as con- 
tained in the reports of the decisions of our higher courts, can be 
appreciated with little reflection. Neither is complete without the 
other; hence it may be seen that this series is comparatively cheap, 
and especially so when it is considered that a large proportion of 
the matter is inaccessible, except in these volumes. 

The compilation claims to be "an exact reprint of the originals 
or copies, verbatim et literatim/' The Introduction by Judge Kaines 
gives a summary of the matter to be contained in the entire series. 
The volumes are to appear successively at intervals of two months 
until the ten are issued. 

Texas lawyers and students of law and history will wish Mr. 
Gammel abundant success in his gigantic undertaking. 

Z. T. FULMORE. 



